
  

 

Sunday 19th August 2018 
One Church, Two Congregations 

Fellowship, breakfast and coffee from 10:30 am. Please be ready to take your seats at 10:50 am. 

When and Where Leading / Speaking Subject 

This 

Week 

Greatham 
Jenny M and 

Nigel H 

Prayer 2: Let us pray as Jesus prayed 

(Matthew 6: 5 - 15) 

Petersfield Matt E Living the Gospel: Money 

Next 

Week 

Greatham 
Fliss M and 

Nigel H 
Prayer 3: Let us pray more 

Petersfield 
Richard E and 

Jesse C 
Living the Gospel: Mission 

Care & Prayer. If you would like prayer for any reason today, however big or small, the Care & 
Prayer team would love to chat and pray with you. They will be in the corner at the front after the 
service. You will be treated with confidentiality and compassion. More private space is available if 
you prefer. This week it will be Patricia & Allen  in Greatham and Noemi & Steve in Petersfield. 



WELCOME TO HOPE CHURCH 

We are always delighted to welcome visitors, wherever you are in the spectrum 
of belief or non-belief. Please pick up a drink and something to eat, talk to 
someone, and make yourself comfortable. 

Hope for Children (H4C) 

H4C are enjoying a summer break.  See you after the holidays.  During this period we will be 

running an activity (team games or crafts) each week for about 40 minutes for those up to and 

including Year 6.  Older children are invited to stay in for the teaching.  There will also be an 

unsupervised crèche.  The service leader will let you know when it is time for the children to go out 

from the Sunday morning service. 

Pastoral Care 

If you or someone you know has a pastoral care matter and would find a conversation 

helpful, please feel free to contact Karen L or Jon P. 

MyChurchSuite  Have you signed up to MyChurchSuite yet?  It’s the easiest way 

to keep up to date with all Hope’s news and events.  It’s also the best way to 

determine how Hope contacts you with urgent or important emails.  If you don’t 

have a login or are having difficulty in registering, speak to Alison or Ralph. 

Prayer Point 

This item may contain personal or confidential details, or information that is 

time-sensitive, so it has been deleted from this online posting. 

Photographs 

Perhaps one of your photographs could go on the front cover in future weeks?  Send them in to 

editor@hopechurch.life.  I will not always use them immediately, but they will be stored for the 

appropriate moment.  I will always put a copyright with your name on the back page. 

Have you seen the church website www.hopechurch.life?  You can catch up with 

talks you missed (or listen again), check out the week’s notices and events, 

remind yourself of our values, purposes and policies, and much more.  We have 

also added a link to MyChurchSuite at the bottom of each page. 

  

mailto:editor@hopechurch.life
http://www.hopechurch.life/


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
All church activities can be found at www.hopechurch.life and also on MyChurchSuite. 

Today Family Fun Afternoon 

Monday 20th August Mission Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 26th August Services in Petersfield and Greatham 

Further details below, and on the Events page of the Church website: 

https://www.hopechurch.life/events/ 

HOPE CHURCH EVENTS 

Family Fun Afternoon 

 

Today at Petersfield Community Centre 2 – 

4 pm. 

Please invite friends with pre-school or 

primary age children. 

Mission Prayer Meeting 

The Mission Prayer Meeting will take place 

tomorrow (20th August, 7.45 for 8.00 pm) at 

the home of Martin and Sue. 

 

OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST 

Would you Adam and Eve it 

Tuesday 11th September at St Mary's 

Church, Liss starting at 7.15 pm. 

The first 90 chapters of the bible in 90 

minutes by Searchlight theatre company 

* * * * * A must see: friendly, frenetic and 

so funny - Edinburgh Fringe Review 2017. 

Tickets £10, Children 9-17 free (the 

website says suitable for anyone over 9). 

Tickets available from Searchlight’s website 

(http://www.searchlighttheatre.org/box-

office) and also from St Mary’s either by 

phoning: Church Office on 01730 892552 –

 or call in to the church office.  

Alternatively phone 01730 300659. 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

A quick reminder that  

the King’s Arms 

Youth Centre 

Volunteer Programme has been chosen as 

one of three projects that will be put 

forward to a customer vote in Tesco stores 

during July and August 2018  (Petersfield / 

near the station / Liss). 

So please vote for this important work in 

our community.  12 days remaining! 

Wanted 

Rural Refugee Network is looking urgently 

for a 1 bedroom property in Hampshire for 

refugees to rent.   The property needs to 

be within Local Housing Allowance.  More 

info here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-

housing-allowance 

Please contact Claire on 07870 354 351 if 

you can help. 

http://www.hopechurch.life/
https://www.hopechurch.life/events/
http://www.searchlighttheatre.org/box-office
http://www.searchlighttheatre.org/box-office
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-housing-allowance
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Jesse has recently preached a series on Esther in Petersfield; those of you in Greatham will be 

hearing this later in the year.  LICC is currently doing a series on Esther and I have included the first 

part of this series as a reminder to Petersfield-ites and as a taster for those in Greatham…. 

Power and Wealth Corrupt 

The king gave a banquet lasting seven days. […] The garden had hangings of linen, fastened to silver 

rings on marble pillars. […] There were couches of gold and silver. Served in goblets of gold, the 

royal wine was abundant. […] On the seventh day, when King Xerxes was in high spirits, he 

commanded that Queen Vashti be brought before him, in order to display her beauty. But Queen 

Vashti refused to come. 

Esther 1:5, 6a, 7, 11-12 

The stories in the Old Testament don’t always seem immediately relevant. They’re there, but what 

do we do with them? Sometimes, however, relevance strikes in a new way. Back in 2003, television 

pictures of American troops wandering through the palace of Saddam Hussein’s son, Uday, 

reminded me of this scene in the book of Esther. We see it today wherever we see opulence for 

opulence’s sake, designed to show off wealth and power. 

So here in the biblical story, immense wealth is displayed to impress. There is alcohol in abundance 

– the food isn’t mentioned! The King’s power is absolute, his invitation a command. All this is hard-

won by the abject poverty, conquest, slavery, and toil of others. Uday’s grossly sumptuous palace 

had a room decorated with pornography. Xerxes viewed his women as objects of display, part of his 

trophies of power. 

Queen Vashti refused to take part. I’m proud of her. She was quickly dealt with, in case other 

women got the wrong idea. She lost her crown, her privileges, and spent the rest of her life out of 

sight in the harem, paving the way for Esther’s role in the larger story. 

The Old Testament has many stories of the abuse of power and the exploitation of the weak and 

the conquered, including many of men behaving badly towards their wives, concubines, daughters, 

and servant girls. There are many places today where power rules in the palaces, ministries, and 

boardrooms of our world. Exploitation, by those who have the power to do so, has poisoned our 

world since the fall. 

‘Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit’, Paul told the Christians of Philippi, ‘in humility 

value others better than yourselves’ (Philippians 2:3). The moment we gain power, authority, or 

wealth that sets us over others, whether at work, in the church, or even as parents, is the moment 

when we most need prayerful, vigilant self-appraisal and deep humility. 

Margaret Killingray, ©LICC, 2018 

Hearing aid wearers:  The 

Greatham School hall sound 

system  includes an induction 

loop  – set your aid to the 

T-setting.  Not yet available 

 in Petersfield. 

Cover image: “Portuguese Pottery” 

(©Heather Shearing, April 2011, used with 

permission). 

Other images from Google Images, licensed 

for non-commercial re-use 

Notices for next week: Email to editor@hopechurch.life by 12 noon Thursday. 

Hope Church: Registered Charity No. 1125198 
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